
Let the sights and sounds 
of Africa come to you.
Experience a TRUE LUXURY African wildlife safari

Choosing the right safari takes expert planning and advice. South Africa 101 are specialists in tailor-
made luxury safaris and with over 30 years' experience behind us we believe we’re the best at what 

we do. Our advice is to choose the best areas and to stay longer in one place. Sadly some internet 
companies create tours so rushed you’ll need another holiday to recover from them! Cheaper lodges may 
often be in the wrong location, whilst well-located lodges close to migratory paths or perennial water 
may cost more but offer a much better gameviewing experience. Our philosophy has always been that 
tailor-made safaris are not only the best way to protect Africa's precious wilderness, but that they are 
the best way to experience Africa. A personally designed itinerary can take into account your travel style, 
budget and special interests and make the most of your time. In Africa "to see more" means to move less. 
A longer stay in the major parks will be much more rewarding than moving every day or two. You will 
notice that the emphasis throughout the brochure is on staying extra nights. Relax, unwind, enjoy. 



HOW TO BOOK YOUR SAFARI
A Seamless Travel Experience
As a professional travel company with over 30 years experience, South Africa 101 can offer you all 
the services you need to plan and organise your safari. All of our safari trips are entirely tailor 
made to suit, and our experienced staff know exactly how to put together the perfect safari 
customised to your budget, interests, and travel timeframe.

Information about our African safari'shas never been more accessible. This can make it both easier, and 
more challenging when it comes to booking a safari We advise that you take the following steps to 
ensure your travel experience is seamless, without any inconvenient or unexpected surprises.

1. RESEARCH
Do you have a list of places you wish to 
go, and things you want to see? Read our 
brochure and website, then discuss your 
ideas with our experienced specialists as a 
starting point.

2. PLANNING YOUR TRIP
A successful itinerary needs your 
involvement. The more we know about 
what you want from your visit, the easier 
it will be to help you design your perfect 
holiday. Are there particular lodges you 
want to visit? What time of the year do you 
wish to travel? Do you have an approximate 
budget, and a preferred style of travel? 
Contact us to start planning today.

3. BOOK YOUR TRIP (EARLY)
Once your are happy with your 
itinerary, it is time to book. We 
cannot stress enough the need to book 
early. There is immense pressure on 
accommodation and tours in almost 
all the destinations we offer. To 
secure your first choice and to avoid 
disappointment, PLEASE BOOK EARLY.

4. SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES
When you return home, don't forget 
to tell us about your experience. Our 
staff love hearing about their clients' 
experiences, or seeing photos and videos. 
And don't forget to share your memories 
with us on social media.

INDEPENDENT EXPERIENCES 
FOR THE DISCERNING TRAVELLER.
We believe that to fully experience a TRUE luxury Safari you need to take your time and travel 
on your own terms. So rather than selecting a pre-packaged tour which may be rushed, inflexible 
and potentially full of incompatible personalities, we work with you to create a bespoke 
experience incorporating places you'd love to see, things you're keen to do and accommodation 
that suits your style and budget. 

We pride ourselves on our ability to tailor a truly unique safari that immerses you in some of 
Africa's most spectacular places. Our philosophy is not just about putting together “a trip” – it’s 
about creating your ultimate safari experience. Expect expert guides, small groups, personalised 
itineraries and all the security that booking with a reputable, accredited travel company entails. 

OUR BROCHURE
Our brochure is designed to be a starting point 
from which we can begin building your perfect 
safari. It features a selection of suggested 
itineraries and a wide range of carefully chosen 
accommodations. We can customise, combine, 
extend and upgrade to suit your budget and 
travel style – use our expertise to build your 
unique collection of lifelong memories.

ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA 101
We are an accredited travel agent & tour 
operator, with over 30 years experience in 
assisting overseas travellers experience the 
ultimate African safari experience. We truly 
understand our customers aspirations, needs & 
desires when it comes to their travel. We also 
work with a wide range of service providers to be 
able to offer you a tailor-made experience.

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL INFO
On our website, www.southafrica101.co.za you will 
find a wealth of additional travel information about 
South Africa, so you can be fully prepared for your 
dream safari.

QUESTIONS TO ASK
A successful itinerary needs your involvement. 
The more we know about what you want from 
your safari the easier it will be to choose suitable 
arrangements. Here are some of the key 
questions to consider:

• Do you have a preference for a particular game
park or location?

• What time of year do you wish to travel?

• How much time do you have available?

• How many people are travelling (any children)?

• Do you have any particular interests?
Eg: birdwatching, walking safaris, culture?

• Do you have an approximate budget?

• Are you planning to travel elsewhere in South
Africa?

• Do you prefer a particular style of tour?
Eg: camping or a lodge tour?

• Would you consider paying more for a better
located property or unique experience?
Eg: a lodge in a prime gameviewing location or
your own personal guide?

https://southafrica101.co.za/
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ACCOMMODATION

Hotel  © Sun International

Permanent Tented Room  © Wilderness SafarisClassic/Bush Camping  © Wilderness Safaris

Luxury Train Travel  © Rovos RailLodge  © Sabi Sabi

HOTELS
Accommodation outside of game parks is in 
hotels. These vary from 3 to 5-star conveniently 
located city and airport hotels, to charming 
country manors on lush rural estates and unique 
boutique hotels. These hotels offer a wide-range 
of hospitality for even the most discerning of 
traveller.

RAIL SAFARIS
In southern Africa, we offer some fabulous 
train journeys aboard the luxurious Rovos Rail 
and the very elegant Blue Train. For longer and 
more informal rail tours choose The Shongololo 
Express (operated by Rovos Rail). Rail travel 
is an alternative to flying and an unforgettable 
experience in its own right. Expect gourmet 
meals served in handsome dining cars and 
interesting off-train excursions.

LODGES
Safari lodges are traditionally built of local 
materials such as stone, wood and thatch, with 
standalone bungalows or elevated treehouses 
for guests. Most have a shared central dining, 
lounge and bar area often overlooking a busy 
waterhole, idyllic waterway or wildlife-rich 
plains, whilst many also have a swimming 
pool. Lodges vary from simple and rustic to 
extremely luxurious. 

CLASSIC/BUSH CAMPS 
These semi-permanent camps offer a similar 
standard of accommodation to Permanent 
Tented Camps. They are usually re-built at the 
start of every dry season and their location may 
depend on seasonal game movements. Most 
have a central dining/lounge tent while guest 
tents have beds, furniture and ensuite bathroom 
with either western-style facilities or bucket 
shower and bush toilet.

PERMANENT TENTED CAMPS 
Permanent Tented Camps have large guest tents 
with real beds, proper furniture and modern 
ensuite facilities. This means you can still hear 
the sounds of Africa around you, yet enjoy 
all the comforts of a room. Some are simple 
in decor yet comfortable whilst others are 
positively lavish. Price usually reflects proximity 
of a camp to the best game areas.

FULL SERVICE CAMPING 
This is a fully catered, comfortable style 
of camping for small-group mobile safaris. 
Campsites are set up by the staff in advance 
of your arrival, and a camp chef prepares all 
meals. Tents are large, usually walk-in style, with 
camp beds and bedding provided. A hot water 
bush shower and toilet tent are set up at each 
campsite, sometimes one for each tent.

Sanctuary Stanley's Camp  © Sanctuary Retreats

Full Service Camping  © Wilderness Safaris
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Safari Cruiser, Kruger © Takims Safaris Trekking, Kilimanjaro  © Stephen Cameron

Open 4WD gameviewing, Southern Africa  © Mala Mala Stunning luxury safari tent  © Great Plains Conservation Light aircraft transfers between camps  © Mike Myers

Canoeing the OrangeRiver  © Natureways

STYLE OF SAFARI

CLASSIC SAFARIS
The most traditional type of safari, Classic 
Safaris involve comfortable camps and lodges in 
prolific wildlife areas for an authentic wilderness 
experience. Our hand-picked properties are 
often located close to or within the most 
famous game parks and reserves in Africa, while 
our trusted operators offer plenty of exciting 
gameviewing activities such as 4WD game drives 
and nature walks led by knowledgeable guides. 

LUXURY SAFARIS
There is often scant difference between the 
interior of a glamorous hotel room and a luxury 
safari tented suite. The latter however, occupies 
a pristine African location, likely within a private 
concession accessible only to camp guests so 
you have the wilderness almost entirely to 
yourself. To ensure exclusivity, our featured 
luxury lodges usually have no more than 10 
tents in total. 

FAMILY SAFARIS
Plenty of our lodges and camps cater specially to 
families, with inter-connecting tents or exclusive-
use bungalows. Many also offer engaging activities 
such as village visits and junior ranger programs. 
Private mobile camping is highly recommended for 
children (of any age) to experience the thrill of 
sleeping out in the African bush, while malaria-free 
reserves provide peace of mind for parents with 
young kids.  

MOBILE SAFARIS 
Mobile safaris are undertaken with a driver/
guide who accompanies you throughout the tour. 
While driving provides a close look at the African 
countryside and local villages, remember that 
roads can be rough and dusty. The vehicles we 
use are normally modified 4WDs, Land Cruisers 
or Land Rovers. In southern Africa these 4WDs 
are usually open, allowing you to get really close 
to wildlife!

CANOEING AND WALKING SAFARIS 
These are the most exciting safaris of all, travelling 
on foot and/or in two-man canoes just like 
explorers of old, led by licensed (and in some 
instances, armed) professional guides. The amount 
of activity varies according to individual tours; 
however, all participants must possess a reasonable 
standard of fitness. Many lodges and camps 
offer short bush walks for close-up game-viewing 
(these are incredble!)

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS
With so many amazing sights and extravagant 
properties, Africa is an ideal destination to 
commemorate a milestone event. Many of our 
hotels and lodges can be booked in their 
entirety, with private small group tours arranged 
so friends and family are the only ones sharing a 
special occasion with you. We can also arrange 
ground activities and transfers so the entire 
celebration is stress-free. 
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THE LUXURY OF SPACE
There are many properties across Africa perfectly suited to small groups, 
such as exclusive-use lodges with multiple bedrooms and private swimming 
pools. If you enjoy the company of other guests, there are also a swathe 
of safari camps and lodges with generous communal spaces such as fire-lit 
“bomas” and comfortable lounge areas where you can socialise with your 
travelling companions or with newfound friends before retreating to the 
privacy of your own room or tented suite. It may also be possible to book 
a game drive vehicle for the sole use of your party (N.B. in some cases, a 
private vehicle is compulsory for families with younger children).

BINDING LIFELONG MEMORIES
Africa’s diversity means there are plenty of ways to experience its magic 
with the people closest to you - be they friends or family - far from 
the distractions of today’s hectic lifestyle. An African safari offers many 
opportunities to enjoy quality time together. From tracking game on foot in 
the wilds of South Africa to observing rare animal species, you’ll find a 
multitude of thrilling new experiences that will create bonds to last a lifetime. 
Sitting around the campfire (practically compulsory on safari) with friends or 
family often counts amongst visitors’ most cherished memories as it provides 
an evocative, unhurried setting for reflection on the journey’s events. 

Quality Time Together
In the last few years, we’ve seen the increasing popularity of 
travellers going abroad with friends, as well as intergenerational 
groups (grandparents, parents and kids) embarking on holidays 
with each other. With its incredible wildlife, iconic landscapes 
and colourful peoples, why not consider Africa for your next 
overseas trip, special occasion or milestone birthday? Read on 
for some really good reasons why you should.

TIP: Due to Africa’s popularity as a destination and the small 
size of our preferred lodges, we urge you to book early in 
order to avoid disappointment. 

Zarafa Dhow Suites  © Great Plains Conservation Sharing a stunning African sunset with the family or friends  © Beverly Joubert
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MONEY MATTERS
Often, trip planning is hindered by differing budgets and expectations. A 
major benefit of our preferred African safari lodges and camps is that most 
have tariffs inclusive of all meals, house beverages and selected scheduled 
activities, with the only out-of-pocket extras being staff gratuities and 
personal expenses. Our itineraries can also be conveniently tailored to 
include everything from flights, transfers and accommodation down to the 
services of a driver/guide for the duration of your travels so you know 
exactly what you’re getting for the price that you pay. 

THE SOUTH AFRICA 101 DIFFERENCE
Our consultants are well-versed in designing flexible itineraries that take 
into account everybody’s preferences. We can design a core itinerary for 
your group, and also manage individual travel arrangements pre and post-
departure. The best holidays are born out of careful planning; with our 
wealth of experience and expert knowledge of Africa, we can provide 
practical advice from what to expect down to exactly what time of year to 
visit. We even go as far as helping to schedule downtime during your safari – 
because even the best of friends and the happiest of families benefit from 
time spent apart!

Great options for travelling as a group of friends  © Great Plains Conservation Creating unforgettable life-long memories  © Giraffe Manor
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Average loss of forests each year in Africa.7
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Africa's Wildlife Under Threat Go On Safari 
Africa Needs Your Support
Africa has undergone colossal change since the heyday of glamorous 
colonial safaris. Even as long lens cameras replace hunting rifles, the 
continent’s iconic wildlife and magnificent wilderness areas remain 
under serious threat. Over the last 10 years, Africa’s population has 
increased by 243 million [United Nations, Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, Population Division]. This has put enormous strain on the biomass 
required to feed, house and create infrastructure for these additional 
human beings, increased human-animal conflict and degraded once-
pristine natural environments.

Most people are already aware that poaching remains a serious issue, 
with big game species such as elephant, rhino and lion populations 
decimated to satiate overseas demand for ivory, horn and skins. The 
plight of many antelope, primate and smaller game species is far less 
publicised; yet alarming numbers are being slaughtered daily for bush 
meat to supplement the diets of local communities, who look at 
forests and reserves as merely another source of food. 

Many “buffer” areas separating urban settlements from national 
parks are also rapidly being cultivated by farmers and grazed 
by commercial livestock, destroying vital wildlife habitat and 
encroaching upon ancient animal routes. In 2015, the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) reported that Africa’s 
lion population had declined to a record low of 23,000 individuals, 
down from 200,000 a century ago. This was attributed to snaring, 
poaching and loss of habitat. Elephant numbers have also collapsed 
from 3-5 million in the early 20th century to 470,000 for many 
of the same reasons, according to the World Wildlife Fund. Even 
the famous wildebeest of East Africa have not been spared; white-
bearded wildebeest numbers are well down across Kenya and 
Tanzania due to human developments such as roads and fences 
impeding certain migratory corridors.  

Water – more valuable than gold in many parts of Africa – is scarcer 
than ever, as deforestation, drought and desertification tighten their 
grip. Climate change has only compounded these issues. 

When you visit Africa, your travel dollars stretch far and wide. 
Not only do virtually all African lodges and safari operators have 
ongoing conservation and community grassroots projects that your 
stay helps to fund; they employ and train local staff, who in turn, 
are able to support their families. Importantly, such businesses 
perpetuate this worthwhile message: that Africa’s wildlife is most 
valuable to the community alive. 

It’s hard to imagine a world without lions or elephants but many 
conservationists believe the current state of play means many 
species may disappear from the wild in the next few decades. 
Travelling to Africa is your endorsement of the local tourism 
industry and its wildlife, reinforcing that both are as vital to the 
continent as agriculture and other industries. You may choose to 
book your safari with one of our competitors rather than South 
Africa 101 but what matters most is that you go to Africa so that 
your visit helps to ensure Africa’s wildlife is not lost forever.

1 Department of Environmental Affairs, South Africa.
2 Maisels, F, et al. "Devastating Decline of Forest Elephants in Central Africa", PLOS 

One, 2013.
3 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 2015.
4 "Stolen Apes", Great Apes Survival Partnership, 2013.
5 "Scaling Up Pangolin Conservation" : IUCN SSC Pangolin Specialist Group, 2014
6 African Wildlife Foundation
7 Gichohi, H. Keynote address. Forest Day 5, UNFCCC COP 17, 2011.
8 Junker, J, et al. "Recent Decline in Suitable Environmental Conditions for African 

Great Apes". Diversity and Distributions, 2012.
9 "Urbanization in Africa". African Development Bank (AfDB), 2012. "The expansion 

of cities is generally at the expense of destruction of forests and other natural 
environmental or ecosystems," according to AfDB.

10 "All Aboard." The Economist, Feb, 28, 2015.
11 "The State of African Cities." UN Human Settlements Programme, 2014.
12 Africa's population may rise to 3.1 billion – 5.7 billion by 2100. Gerland, P, et al. 

"World Population Stabilization Unlikely this Century." Science, 2014.
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SOUTH AFRICA
Called the Rainbow Nation, South Africa is a mix of African, Asian and 
European peoples, with a rich variety of languages and cultures. The country 
also has an unequalled variety of landscapes, including spectacular mountain 
ranges, rugged coastlines, forests, deserts, sun-drenched beaches, as well 
as wilderness areas teeming with incredibly diverse wildlife such as the 
renowned Kruger National Park. At the same time South Africa offers 
sophisticated tourist infrastructure, excellent road and air networks as well 
as top drawer accommodation. 

OTHER PLACES TO VISIT IN SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Town 
A South Africa holiday is not complete without a visit to Cape Town, truly one 
of the world’s most visually arresting cities nestled at the foot of majestic Table 
Mountain.

Garden Route & Cape Winelands 
Explore the famous coastal route of magnificent scenery between Cape Town 
and Port Elizabeth and visit the historic wine-making towns of Stellenbosch, 
Paarl and Franschhoek.

Pilanesberg & Sun City 
For a destination that has entertainment and recreation for all ages plus the 
option of great gameviewing, look no further than Pilanesberg National Park 
and Sun City.

Luxurious Rail Journeys 
Explore the landscapes of South Africa in comfort on board the famous Blue 
Train or Shongololo Express, and experience the old-world glamour of the 
opulent Rovos Rail.

GAMEVIEWING
Gameviewing is best during the dry season (May-Oct) however the summer 
months are good for general touring and sightseeing.

HISTORY & CULTURE
See significant sites in the struggle against apartheid such as Robben Island and 
Soweto. Experience Zulu and Xhosa culture. Admire Cape Dutch architecture.

CLIMATE
The inland plateau has a temperate climate (17°-30°C), whilst the coast is more 
humid (22°-30°C). Winters are dry and sunny, but nights can be very cold. The 
Western Cape is the exception with a “Mediterranean” climate - cool, wet 
winters and warm dry summers (17°-24°C). Most of the rain falls in summer.

Captivating Kruger
We are still enjoying the memories of our trip to Africa. 

A sensational lifetime experience 
that we will not only treasure 

but enjoy sharing with friends and family.
Valmai and Peter Kopke



South Africa 101 – TAILOR-MADE EXPERIENCES

MAKUTSI SAFARI 
SPRINGS
Suggested safari 7 days/6 nights 

Makutsi is a private family-run safari 
game reserve located one hour 

west of the Kruger National Park. This 
delightful wilderness is blessed with 
access to mineral spring water, which 
keeps the area's vegetation lush and 
wildlife abundant all year round. Unwind 
in the relaxed atmosphere and enjoy 
both world-class service and healthy 
home-grown cuisine. Choose from two 
fantastic 6-night safari options:

Makutsi gameviewing  © Makutsi Safari Springs

Makutsi pool  © Makutsi Safari Springs

MAKUTSI CLASSIC SAFARI
Explore Kruger National Park, which offers 
an astounding diversity of wildlife including all 
of the "Big 5". Take a scenic day trip to the 
breathtaking Drakensberg Mountains and Blyde 
River Canyon, embark on a twilight 'Simba 
Safari' and go on classic open-vehicle game 
drives within Makutsi, in search of elephant, 
rhino, lion, cheetah, leopard and more.

MAKUTSI WALKING SAFARI 
Experience nature up-close on this exciting 
option which combines game drives and leisurely 
walks through the reserve with an armed guide. 
Truly immerse yourself in the tranquillity of the 
African bushveld, with 4 nights at the main  
camp and 2 nights sleeping out at Makutsi’s 
secluded tented camp. Includes a sightseeing 
excursion to the Blyde River Canyon and 
Drakensberg Mountains.

CLASSIC SAFARI ITINERARY
Days 1-6 Makutsi Safari Springs
Transfer by road ex Hoedspruit Airport 
to Makutsi. The lodge offers ensuite guest 
bungalows (rondavels), a central dining area, 
fitness facilities and a hippo hide. Natural 
thermal springs provide mineral water 
throughout the lodge and fill a 33 metre 
outdoor pool set in tropical gardens.

Day 7 Safari ends
Transfer to Hoedspruit Airport. Tour ends.

Nestled on top of a range of rocky 
outcrops with panoramic views of the 
Drakensburg Mountains, Makutsi Tented 
Camp is an exciting alternative to the 
main camp. Activities from here include 
daily guided walking safaris into an 
exclusive 3,000ha wilderness. This small, 
private camp can sleep up to 8 people in 
4 twin/double safari tents under thatch.

MAKUTSI TENTED CAMP

Makutsi Main Camp room  © Makutsi Safari Springs

Lion encounter  © Makutsi Safari Springs
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https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
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MALARIA FREE GAME RESERVES • SOUTH AFRICA

© African Wildlife Safaris
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MADIKWE GAME RESERVE
Suggested safari 3 days/2 nights 

South Africa’s fourth largest game reserve, Madikwe 
Game Reserve was created in 1991 and covers around 

75,000 hectares of what was formerly overgrazed farmland. 
At the time, Madikwe's creation was considered the biggest 
conservation project of its kind in Africa. Game flourishes 
here now, including all of the "Big 5" and rare species such 
as African wild dog and cheetah. Madikwe is also home to a 
number of excellent private game lodges, which offer open 
vehicle day and night game drives as well as guided bush walks. 
Being malaria-free, it is a perfect choice for families with 
children and many accommodation options are family-friendly. 

*Road transfers are also available from Johannesburg, located
just 4 hours’ drive away on a tarred road.

TAU GAME LODGE
Suggested safari 3 days/2 nights 
With its neutral palette and discreet profile, newly rebuilt Tau Game Lodge 
blends wonderfully into its natural surroundings. Accommodation is offered in 
30 luxuriously appointed thatch-roof chalets, spread out in a U-shape for 
unobstructed views of a busy waterhole. Décor is contemporary African, 
with the main lounge, bar and dining room under canvas and partially open 
air. For rest and relaxation in between 
gameviewing activities, Tau has two 
pools and a wellness spa. 

MADIKWE HILLS PRIVATE GAME LODGE
Suggested safari 3 days/2 nights 
Hidden in the heart of the Madikwe Game Reserve, Madikwe Hills Private 
Game Lodge accommodates just 24 guests in exquisite luxury. The Main 
Lodge has 10 guest suites, each with private decks and plunge pools, whilst 
Little Madikwe Hills has a single opulent 2 bedroom villa with its own game 
drive vehicle, ranger and butler (prices on application). 2 additional standard 
suites can also be reserved to form a 
completely private camp for up to 8 
guests. Combine your stay here with 
Kings Camp in the Timbavati (p35).

TUNINGI SAFARI LODGE
Suggested safari 3 days/2 nights 
Romantic Tuningi Safari Lodge offers 5-star accommodation for up to 
16 guests in luxe colonial-style suites, designed to accommodate both 
couples and families. Each one features an outdoor shower and sliding 
doors leading out to a private wrap-around deck. The lodge offers an 
outstanding range of activities to entertain children of all ages whilst their 
parents enjoy guided game drives or 
nature walks. Central shared facilities 
include a dining room, "boma", bar, 
gym and rim-flow swimming pool 
which overlooks a waterhole. 

Tau Game Lodge Deluxe Chalet  © Tourvest DMC

Little Madikwe HillsTuningi Safari Lodge

https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
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© Sabi Sabi

SOUTH 
AFRICA

Skukuza

Idube
Dulini

Leadwood Lodge
River Lodge

Londolozi
Camps

Savanna

Singita 
Boulders Lodge
& Singita Ebony

Singita 
Castleton

MalaMala 
Main Camp

MalaMala 
Sable Camp

Rattray’s
on MalaMala

Sabi Sabi 
Selati Lodge

andBeyond 
Kirkman’s Kamp

Sabi Sabi 
Bush LodgeSabi Sabi

Little Bush Lodge

Lukimbi 30kms

Singita Lebombo
& Sweni

(approx 100kms)

Sabi Sabi 
Earth Lodge

Sabi Sand 
Private Reserves

Kruger 
National Park

Sand River

Sabi River

SABI SAND PRIVATE GAME 
RESERVES
“The current generation of safari-goers will see 
leopard interactions no human has seen in the 
evolution of mankind. It also seems likely that we 
need to re-write the books which say that leopards 
are nocturnal and solitary.” 
Stephen Cameron,  
CEO and co-founder of African Wildlife Safaris

Whilst there is excellent leopard-viewing in most 
safari areas of Africa, over the last 20 years, the 
Sabi Sand Game Reserve has built a reputation as 
one of the best places in Africa to view this beautiful 
cat. Leopards in this sanctuary have become so 
habituated to safari vehicles they go about their 
business as if humans simply weren't there and 
whilst previously considered nocturnal and elusive 
they can be viewed during the day. As such, visitors 
to the Sabi Sand now have the opportunity to enjoy 
both close and regular encounters with these sleek 
felines, and may even witness leopard behaviours 
never before documented. It is an extraordinary 
privilege to have this opportunity.

Sharing an unfenced boundary with world-famous 
Kruger National Park, the 65,000 hectare Sabi 
Sand Game Reserve was proclaimed in 1948 and 
today contains a number of concessions known as 
the Sabi Sand Private Game Reserves. Aside from 
density and diversity of wildlife, a hallmark of safari 
here is exclusivity. Lodges often have sole access to 
various sectors of the Sabi Sand or share traversing 
rights with just one or two neighbouring properties, 
guaranteeing an intimate gameviewing experience. 

Another key attraction of the Sabi Sand is that 
guests can participate in activities not normally 
permitted in national parks. These include guided 
walks, off-road driving and night game drives – all 
exhilarating and well worth doing while in Africa. 

The lodges we showcase are amongst the Sabi 
Sand’s most luxurious and offer the highest 
standards of guiding. Some even have their own 
airstrip, so you can spend less time travelling and 
more hours searching for game.  
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© Sabi Sabi

SABI SABI

The renowned Sabi Sabi Private 
Game Reserve has enjoyed a 

reputation for providing excellent safari 
experiences since the 1970s. Sharing 
unfenced borders with South Africa's 
Kruger NP, Africa’s "Big 5" as well as 
wild dog, cheetah and herds of game can 
(and regularly do) travel unimpeded into 
the reserve. Accommodation consists 
of four exceptional lodges: eco-friendly 
Earth Lodge, contemporary Bush 
Lodge, secluded Little Bush Camp and 
evocative Selati Camp. Common to all 
four is world-class accommodation and 
fine cuisine. Productive day and night 
game drives in open vehicles, along with 
leisurely bush walks, are led by qualified 
rangers and Shangaan trackers.

A thrilling lion sighting  © Terry Ennever Leopard encounter  © Sabi Sabi

SABI SAND FLY-IN LODGES • SOUTH AFRICA

LITTLE BUSH CAMP
Shaded by ancient trees on the banks of the 
Msuthlu riverbed, Little Bush Camp is the 
smallest of Sabi Sabi's lodges, with just 6 luxury 
suites decorated in contemporary African style. 
All boast indoor and outdoor showers, plus a 
large deck with a decadent private hot tub. 

SELATI CAMP
This intimate safari lodge offers a romantic "Out 
of Africa" ambience. Its 7 opulent guest suites 
have a charming vintage railway theme and all 
boast high thatched roofs and open-air bath tubs. 
At night, dinners are served by lantern light on 
raised decks by the riverbed, in the open-air 
"boma" or in the "farmhouse kitchen". 

BUSH LODGE
With a history spanning over 35 years, Bush 
Lodge is steeped in tradition. Each of its 25 
suites feature exquisite décor with rich African 
accents. The main lodge overlooks a magnificent 
waterhole and is home to 2 swimming pools, the 
excellent EleFun Children's Centre and an open 
air "boma", perfect for dinners under the stars. 

Little Bush Camp main living area  © Sabi Sabi

Selati Camp Suite  © Sabi SabiBush Lodge Luxury Villa bathroom  © Sabi Sabi

EARTH LODGE
Unique in concept, Earth Lodge is almost invisible 
in the wild landscape. The 13 ultra-luxurious 
suites feature private plunge pools, glass-fronted 
bathrooms with indoor and outdoor showers as 
well as luxurious furnishings. The lodge has a well-
stocked wine cellar, a bar and an indulgent spa. 

Earth Lodge day bar  © Sabi Sabi

Time with the locals © Sabi Sabi

https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
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Spectacular gameviewing  © David Kneale

MALAMALA

MalaMala is the largest privately 
owned game reserve adjoining 

the Kruger National Park. One of 
the first places in Africa to transition 
from hunting to photography safaris, 
MalaMala's wildlife has flourished 
and the reserve is renowned for 
exceptional gameviewing, There are 
3 accommodation options to choose 
from: the original Main Camp, intimate 
Sable Camp and exclusive Rattray's 
Camp. Game drives on MalaMala are 
conducted in open vehicles with a 
maximum of 6 guests per vehicle (4 at 
Rattray's). Night drives with a spotlight 
and nature walks are also offered.

Rhino viewing by the pool at MalaMala Main Camp  © MalaMala

SABI SAND FLY-IN LODGES • SOUTH AFRICA

MAIN CAMP
The heart and soul of the MalaMala Reserve, the 
impressive, family-friendly Main Camp nestles 
amid massive trees and rolling green lawns. 
There are 10 suites and 8 rooms, whose tasteful, 
modern decor still pays homage to the people and 
animals that make this place so special. Communal 
areas include a bar, lounge, dining room and 
enormous viewing deck - designed for mingling 
and to appreciate the wildlife that often gathers 
at the Sand River's edge. There is also a stunning 
rim-flow pool, a library and gym.  

SABLE CAMP
Close to MalaMala's Main Camp yet fabulously 
secluded, Sable Camp is the perfect option 
for wildlife-lovers who long for privacy. 
Accommodation is for a total of just 14 guests in 
5 indulgent suites and a 2-bedroom villa known as 
the "Lion's Den". There is also a central library, an 
atmospheric safari bar and convivial dining room, 
as well as a comfortably furnished timber deck 
where guests can observe the steady parade of 
animals that come down to the Sand River. 

MalaMala Main Camp  © MalaMalaCheetah sighting  © MalaMala

Sable Camp Suite  © MalaMala

RATTRAY'S CAMP
Marrying the refinement of an era long gone 
with the magic of the African bush, the adults-
only Rattray's Camp is a top choice for travellers 
seeking nostalgia, romance and unrivalled 
gameviewing. There are only 8 luxurious, 
freestanding suites known as "khayas", each 
equipped with a plunge pool, veranda and bird-
filled garden. At the camp's centre is a magnificent 
library, an historic bar, a fitness room, atmospheric 
dining areas and a large infinity pool with a view.    

Rattray's on MalaMala  © MalaMala

https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
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Lebombo Lodge Suite  © Singita Game Reserves

Castleton  © Singita Game Reserves

Proud leopard mum and cub © Singita Game Reserves

SWENI LODGE
Intimate Sweni Lodge nestles amid a dense thicket 
of trees in Singita's 33,000 acre private concession 
within Kruger National Park. This tranquil hideaway 
comprises of just 7 timber-and-glass suites that 
appear to float amid the branches. Wooden 
walkways connect guests to the main lodge, which 
houses a day spa, gym and pool. 

CASTLETON
Formerly the Bailes family home, Castleton has 
the feeling of a luxurious private holiday house 
with all the advantages of a safari camp. Available 
only for exclusive use, the property sleeps up to 
12 guests in six separate cottages. A pool, tennis 
court and trampoline provide entertainment in 
between game drives. Shared spaces include a 
country-style kitchen, wine cellar, large garden 
and traditional "boma".

BOULDERS LODGE
This lodge is inspired by the large rocks 
upon which it rests. Its 12 suites are rustic 
yet sophisticated, crafted from raw timber, 
wrought iron, stone and thatch, softened with 
natural flax bed linens, fluffy cotton towels and 
sheepskins. Individual sundecks with plunge 
pools face a river, frequented by thirsty wildlife.

Sweni Lodge  © Singita Game Reserves

Boulders Lodge © Singita Game Reserves

SINGITA

Singita is situated on 45,000 acres of 
pristine wilderness in the exclusive 

Sabi Sand Game Reserves. Adjacent to 
Kruger National Park, this acclaimed 
property is renowned for big game, 
particularly leopard. Owned by the Bailes 
family since 1926, Singita’s philosophy 
is to provide unparalleled luxury whilst 
protecting the area's large tracts of 
wilderness for future generations. In 2001 
Singita was awarded a private concession 
within the monumental Kruger reserve, 
expanding the company’s footprint. 
Profiled here are five exceptional lodges 
proudly operated by Singita in this 
spectacular corner of South Africa today. 

SOUTH AFRICA • SABI SAND & KRUGER FLY-IN LODGES

EBONY LODGE
The original Singita lodge, Ebony has evolved 
over two decades, but still retains that classic 
safari camp atmosphere. Set in the shade of 
enormous hardwoods by the Sand River, the 12 
tented suites feature collections of antiques and 
campaign furniture, as well as private pools and 
airy verandas seemingly suspended from trees. 

Ebony Lodge © Singita Game Reserves

LEBOMBO LODGE
Perched like a collection of eyries high above 
Kruger’s N’Wanetsi River, Lebombo comprises of 
13 light-filled suites and 1 villa with secluded patios, 
where guests can sleep with nothing but mosquito 
netting between them and the stars. Gorgeous 
communal areas include a wine studio, interactive 
kitchen, self-serve snack bar and lap pool. 

Lebombo Lodge gameviewing  © Singita Game Reserves

https://southafrica101.co.za/luxury-safaris
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Bath with a view, Private Granite Suites  © Londolozi

Varty Camp  © Londolozi

LONDOLOZI

The first game reserve to be accorded 
Relais & Châteaux status, Londolozi 

is a proud family-run business and an 
ideal place to view Africa’s most iconic 
game. Set in thick bush along the Sand 
River, Londolozi offers 5 distinctive 
camps. The exclusive Private Granite 
Suites, secluded Pioneer Camp and 
stylish Tree Camp make up the elite 
Relais & Châteaux portfolio. The slightly 
larger Varty and Founders Camps are 
ideal for families and groups. All 5 camps 
have their own dining area, lounge, deck, 
pool and "boma". Morning and afternoon 
activities include game drives by open 
4WD or walks with experienced guides.

Listen up!  © Londolozi

PRIVATE GRANITE SUITES
The jewel in Londolozi’s crown, the 3 Private 
Granite Suites offer contemporary style, absolute 
indulgence and complete privacy. With an 
emphasis on indoor-outdoor living, each suite has 
large windows and doors that open out onto the 
Sand River, a glass-enclosed bathroom, outdoor 
shower, heated pool and a private open-air bath. 

TREE CAMP
Tucked amid gnarled leadwood trees, Tree 
Camp is a celebration of African elegance. From 
private pools to plaited leather beds and designer 
wallpaper, no detail has been overlooked in the 6 
sumptuous suites at this adults-only lodge. Enjoy 
lazy afternoons and relaxed meals in the shared 
all-weather lounge and dining areas.   

PIONEER CAMP
Nestled in a grove of ebony trees, Pioneer 
Camp is perfect for couples or honeymooners, 
accommodating just 6 guests in 3 luxurious 
suites. However, the property can also be 
adapted into a private home for up to 14 guests if 
required. Decor is modern yet a sense of history 
pervades this sophisticated lodge. 

FOUNDERS CAMP
Child-friendly Founders Camp has 10 alluring 
chalets that sit beneath shady trees. Each is fitted 
with its own wooden veranda overlooking the 
Sand River and the pristine African wilderness. Its 
Londolozi Cubs program lets children learn about 
the bush through a wide range of fun activities 
while daily yoga classes on a stunning deck high in 
a tree allow parents to truly relax.

VARTY CAMP
Site of the original camp for 90 years, Varty 
Camp has 10 chalets and a truly down-to-earth 
atmosphere. The embodiment of safari chic, each 
room at this welcoming camp overlooks riverine 
bush and boasts its own swimming pool and deck. 
The camp is also home to Londolozi’s boutique, 
a gym, wellness room and photo studio, facilities 
which can be used by guests from all five camps.

Private Granite Suites  © Londolozi

Tree Camp Suite  © Londolozi

Pioneer Camp elegant dining  © Londolozi

Founders Camp Suite  © Londolozi
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IDUBE

In the heart of the Sabi Sand is Idube Game Lodge, whose 10 comfortable 
chalets are beautifully decorated and feature private decks. Located on an 
exclusive concession within Kruger National Park is Idube’s sister lodge, 
Lukimbi, whose 16 well-appointed suites are built under thatch and linked 
to the main area by raised walkways. For a comprehensive experience of this 
big cat-rich wilderness, we recommend combining these two lodges.

andBEYOND KIRKMAN'S KAMP

One of the Sabi Sand’s most prestigious lodges, andBeyond Kirkman's 
Kamp is a relaxed property that has the atmosphere of an authentic 1920s 
Transvaal homestead. Situated on a 6,300-hectare reserve famous for 
leopard, the 18 gracious guest suites will transport you to an earlier and 
more glamorous era. The main lounge, dining areas and pool are equally 
beguiling and surrounded by immaculate green lawns often grazed by 
warthog and antelope.

SAVANNA LODGE

Located in an area where "Big 5" sightings are virtually the norm, wildly popular 
Savanna offers 9 magnificent suites with opulent bathrooms and hand-crafted 
furniture. The shared main lodge looks out onto lush gardens and a floodlit 
waterhole. Inside, you’ll find a library, lounge, bar and gym. Dining takes place on 
the deck, by a blazing fire in the open-air ‘boma’ or in a candle-lit bush clearing. 
Daily game drives led by an experienced team of rangers and trackers provide 
close encounters with 
the abundant wildlife of the internationally 
acclaimed Sabi Sand Game Reserve.

THE DULINI COLLECTION

The Dulini Collection comprises of three exclusive properties within the Sabi 
Sands. Dulini Lodge is a lavish 6-suite oasis beside the Mabrak River. Family-
friendly River Lodge has 6 indulgent suites along the Sand River, whilst 
adjacent Leadwood Lodge boasts 3 resplendent suites. All Dulini Collection 
guests can expect air-conditioning, private plunge pools, photography equipment 
rental, expert game tracking, fine dining and five-star service.

SOUTH AFRICA • SABI SAND FLY-IN LODGES

Idube andBeyond Kirkman's Kamp

Savanna Lodge Executive SuiteRiver Lodge

Leadwood Lodge
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Phinda cheetah  © andBeyond

andBeyond Phinda Rock Lodge  © andBeyond Spectacular gameviewing  © andBeyond

PHINDA PRIVATE 
GAME RESERVE

Phinda Private Game Reserve is 
a majestic mosaic of woodland, 

grassland, wetland and forest threaded 
with mountains, rivers, marshes and 
pans. Phinda has six exquisite properties, 
each unique in location and character. 
All lodges have five star facilities, 
delectable Pan-African cuisine and an 
array of guided activities including game 
drives, bush walks, birding, canoeing, 
river cruises, bush dinners, scuba diving, 
rhino tracking and Zulu village visits. 

andBEYOND PHINDA FOREST LODGE
In the heart of a rare sand forest lies andBeyond 
Phinda Forest Lodge. Its 16 Zen-inspired, stilted 
suites are encased in glass and feature luxurious 
bathrooms. The main lodge’s infinity pool and 
expansive lounge are ideal settings to unwind, as 
both offer panoramic views of the forest floor. 

andBEYOND PHINDA VLEI LODGE
Integrated beautifully into the bush, andBeyond 
Vlei Lodge comprises 6 thatched suites which 
overlook herds of antelope and zebra grazing on 
the grassy vlei (wetlands). The private pool and 
deck offer seclusion while the main lodge’s open 
fireplace invites guests to mingle.

andBEYOND PHINDA MOUNTAIN LODGE
Cresting the dramatic Ubombo mountain range, 
andBeyond Phinda Mountain Lodge consists of 16 
split-level suites with breathtaking views of the 
reserve below. Each air-conditioned suite comes 
complete with veranda, outdoor shower and 
private plunge pool. 

andBEYOND PHINDA ROCK LODGE
An architectural wonder, andBeyond Rock Lodge 
offers just 6 suites seemingly suspended over the 
valley below. Constructed from stone and adobe, 
each has a spacious bathroom and private infinity 
pool giddyingly set at the edge of a precipice. 4 
suites also boast delightful outdoor showers.

andBeyond Phinda Forest Lodge  © andBeyond

andBeyond Phinda Vlei Lodge  © andBeyond

andBeyond Phinda Mountain Lodge  © andBeyond

andBeyond Phinda Rock Lodge  © andBeyond
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NORTHERN PRIVATE RESERVES

To the north of the Sabi Sand lie a number of private
reserves and concessions which all share a common

unfenced border with the Kruger National Park allowing wild 
animals “free range”. These areas offer a different habitat to 
that found in the Sabi Sand and play host to a great diversity of 
wildlife. Enjoy gameviewing in open vehicles by day and night as 
well as bush walks accompanied by highly experienced guides.

GREENFIRE GAME LODGE
Located on the 50,000 hectare unfenced Balule Nature Reserve, adjacent to 
Kruger National Park, is the wonderful Greenfire Game Lodge. 
Accommodation is in 9 comfortable rooms, carefully spaced for privacy and 
equipped with private patios overlooking the seasonal Mohlabetsi River. 
A central bar and pool provide refreshment on warm afternoons. Enjoy twice 
daily game drives or walks with an armed ranger amidst the reserve's diverse 
vegetation. An excursion to 
Kruger National Park and Blyde River 
Canyon is included in the tour cost.

THORNYBUSH GAME RESERVE
Adjacent to the Kruger National Park, the Thornybush Game Reserve covers 
over 10,000 hectares of pristine African bush. Within its boundaries, you will 
find a collection of small, exclusive lodges including Thornybush Game 
Lodge (20 suites), Shumbalala Lodge (5 suites), and Serondella (4 
suites). The reserve is a great destination for family safaris.

Thornybush Game Lodge Suite

SOUTH AFRICA • TIMBAVATI, BALULE & MANYELETI

TINTSWALO SAFARI LODGE
Set in the picturesque Manyeleti Reserve to the south of Kruger, Tintswalo 
Safari Lodge is steeped in old-world glamour. It offers 8 suites named after 
heroic African explorers plus a self-contained villa that can sleep up to 10 
guests. Professional guides accompany guests on game drives and nature walks 
(suitable for ages 16+). Specialist birding tours and day visits to a nearby 
village or animal rehabilitation 
centre can also be arranged. 

Greenfire Game Lodge

Tintswalo Safari Lodge
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